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SACRED HEART COLLEGE 

SENIOR SCHOOL, ST. JULIAN’S 

ANNUAL EXAMS JUNE 2017 

      FORM 4                                                                                              TIME: 2 HOURS 

EUROPEAN STUDIES 

 

 

Name:                                                                               Class: 

 

Choose any THREE chapters out of FIVE in Section A and answer ALL the 

questions in the chapters you have chosen. 

 

Section A (60 marks) 

 

 Chapter 1 – Power and People (20 marks) 

 
 

1. What was the initial aim behind the setting up of the ECSC, today known as 

the European Union?                                                                                    (1 mark) 

 

 

 

2. Two of the European Commission’s aims are the right of initiative and guardian of 

the treaties. Explain in detail the meaning of these terms.                           (2 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Why is the European Parliament considered, as the institution that represents 

the interests of member state’s citizens?                                                  (2 marks) 
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4. The European Convention on Human rights and the European Social Charter 

are both in place to protect fundamental human rights.                      (2 marks) 

a) Which international organization drafted these treaties? 

 

b) What are the main values behind the (above mentioned) international 

organization? 

 

 

 

5. The European Convention on the Human rights includes and protects many 

rights. Explain in brief the meaning of the following rights:                    (3 marks)                                                

a) minority rights  

 

 

b) right to life 

 

 

c) child labour 

 

 

6. The European Social Charter is a Council of Europe treaty that guarantees 

fundamental social and economic rights.                                   (2 x 2 = 4 marks) 

a) What are social and economic rights? 

 

 

 

b) Identify FOUR main areas of rights found in the European Social 

Charter. 
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7. Since it has been set up in 1959, the European Court of Human Rights has 

delivered more than 10,000 judgments. These are binding on the countries 

concerned.                                                                                       (1 x 3= 3 marks) 

a) What is the main function of this Court?  

 

 

b) Who can present a petition to this Court?  

 

 

c) How is the European Court of Human Rights composed?  

 

 

 

8. Peace making processes are crucial in the prevention of wars between 

countries. 

a) What is the difference between with negotiation and mediation as 

peace making processes?                                                              (2 marks) 

 

 

b) What does deadlock imply?                                                            (1 mark) 
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Chapter 2 - Economic Development and Changes in Europe            

(20 marks) 

 

1. Fill in the following appropriately.  

A nation’s economy can be divided into different sectors which are 

independent on one another and which reflect the economic development of 

that society. The primary sector involves the extraction of 

________________________________ from the Earth. Activities associated with the 

primary sector include ____________________, and ____________________. The 

secondary sector of the economy is responsible for the ____________________ of 

the finished good. Activities in this sector include ____________________, 

____________________and ____________________. The _________________ sector of 

the economy is the service industry. This sector provides services to the general 

population and to businesses. _________________________, 

_________________________, and ____________________ are examples of jobs in the 

service industry. ____________________ industries also offer services but these are 

knowledge-based and include information generation and sharing, IT, 

consultation, research and development and financial planning. In the 

economically less developed countries, most people find jobs in the 

____________________ and ____________________ sectors while in rich countries, the 

higher proportion of people are employed in the ____________________ and the 

____________________ sectors of the economy.                                             (8 marks) 

 

2. There are four main types of industry in which firms operate. These sectors form 

a chain of production which provides customers with finished goods or services. 

Why are the economic sectors considered as interdependent on one another?                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                              (1 mark) 
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3. By considering Scandinavian forestry as an example of a primary sector, 

provide THREE measures of sustainable forestry.                                           (3 marks) 

 

 

 

 

4. Which region in Germany has been the leading industrial region in Europe 

due to its coal and steel related industries?                                               (1/2  mark) 

 

5. Why is the Europoort/Rotterdam known as the ‘Gateway to Europe’?(3 marks) 

 

 

 

 

6. What is e-commerce?                                                                               (1/2 mark) 

 

 

7. Identify TWO advantages and TWO disadvantages of e-commerce. (2 marks) 
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8. The European Free Trade Association (EFTA) was set up in 1960. What was the 

main aim behind its formation and what benefits did countries gain from being 

part of it?                                                                                                           (2 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 3 – Demographic and Social Realities (20 marks) 

 

 

 

1. Give a definition for each of the following:                                (1 x 6 = 6 marks) 

a) Multiculturalism 

 

 

b) ethnic minorities 

 

 

c) racial prejudice 

 

 

d) xenophobia 

 

 

e) mainstream culture 
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f) sub-cultures 

 

 

 

2. Identify TWO major destinations of immigration in Europe:                   (2 marks) 

 

 

3. Illegal immigration has many effects on the receiving country as well as on 

the losing country.                                                                                       (4 marks) 

 

a) Identify TWO advantages of illegal immigration on the receiving country: 

 

 

 

b) Identify TWO disadvantages of illegal immigration on the receiving country: 

 

 

 

 

4. The workplace is the employee’s second home. Freedom of association and 

safety at work are two of the most important conditions of employment. 

Elaborate with a practical example of each condition.                        (3 marks)                                                                            
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5. Give TWO examples for EACH of the following linguistic groups found in 

Europe: 

                                                                                                                       (2 marks)   

a) Romance Languages 

 

b) Germanic Languages 

 

 

6. What gave rise to the Industrial Revolution?                                             (1 mark) 

 

 

 

7. What changes did the Industrial Revolution bring about?                     (2 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

Section 4 − Europeans and their Environment (20 marks) 

 

 

1. a) Identify TWO characteristics of the Artic Climate and provide TWO 

examples of countries with such a climate.                                             (2 marks) 
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b) Identify TWO characteristics of the Mediterranean Climate and provide TWO 

examples of countries with such a climate.                                          (2 marks) 

 

 

 

 

2. Eutrophication was recognized as a pollution problem in European and North 

American lakes and reservoirs in the mid-20th century. Define the term 

Eutrophication.                                                                                             (2 marks) 

 

 

 

3. The total quantity of water available to the people of Europe is limited. More 

people are making demands upon fresh water supplies, leading to 

increasing strain upon this most precious natural resource.  

 

a) The availability of fresh water varies greatly across Europe. Why is fresh 

water more available in the north of the continent than in the south?  

                                                                                                                  (2 marks) 

 

 

 

 

b) Name and explain TWO problems brought about by the lack of adequate 

fresh water supply in Spain.                                                                   (2 marks) 
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c) Mention TWO solutions that are being undertaken by the Spanish 

government to meet the increasing demand for fresh water.        (2 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

d) Mention ONE other country that has similar water shortage problems as 

Spain.                                                                                                       (½ mark) 

 

 

4. The concept of sustainable development can be interpreted in many 

different ways, but at its core is an approach to development that looks to 

balance different, and often competing, needs against an awareness of the 

environmental, social and economic limitations we face as a society. 

 

a) What is sustainable development?                                                      (2 marks) 

 

 

b) In the past, the London docklands were famous for the shipbuilding 

industry. Why did this industry decline after World War II?                (2 marks) 

 

 

 

 

c) Discuss THREE measures that were done to regenerate this area.  

                                                                                                               (1½ marks) 
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d) List TWO reasons why the regeneration of London Docklands can be taken 

as an example of sustainable development.                                     (2 marks) 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 5 – The Cultural Heritage (20 marks) 

 

 
1. The Baroque is often thought as a significant period of artistic style. 

a) Identify a famous baroque painter: _____________________________    (½ mark) 

b) Identify two of his masterpieces:                                                                (1 mark) 

 

c) Mention THREE characteristics of Baroque style:                                     (3 marks) 

 

 

 

 

2. a) Who was Dante Alighieri?                                                                       (1 mark) 

 

 

b) The Divine Comedy is considered as Dante Alighieri central work. Briefly 

describe what this acclaimed poem is about.                                             (4 marks) 
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3. Architecture of the Ancient Roman Empire is considered as one of the most 

impressive of all times. Discuss with particular reference to the Colosseum.  

                                                                                                                       (3 marks) 

 

 

 

 

4. "And when the broken hearted people, living in the 

world agree, 

There will be an answer, let it be. 

For though they may be parted there is, still a chance that 

they will see 

There will be an answer, let it be." 

 

a) What was the name of the English rock band formed in Liverpool in 1960?  

                                                                                                                             (½ mark) 

 

b) Why was this group so influential?                                                              (1 mark) 

 

 

5. a) Define the Enlightenment.                                                                     (2 marks) 

 

 

b) Why is the enlightenment considered to be very significant for the foundation 

of modern democracies?                                                                                (2 marks) 
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c) How did the enlightenment influence the French Revolution?              (2 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section B (40 marks) 
 

 

 

Choose any TWO questions from Chapters 1-5. Answer each question in essay 

form (around 300-350 words). You are reminded that when you choose a 

question, you are expected to answer ALL the questions i.e. (a), (b) and (c). 

 

 

Chapter 1 – Power and People 

 

 

1. a) Gorge Orwell once wrote, “All animals are equal, but some animals are 

more equal than others.” Comment upon the relevance of this quote in 

relation to Europe’s fight for human rights and its relevance in our everyday 

life.                                                                                                               (10 marks) 

 

 

b) Explain the cause and effects of ONE of the following regional conflicts: 

 

i. Northern Ireland 

ii. the Basque region in Spain 

iii. Cyprus  

                                                                                                     (10 marks) 

 
                                                                                                             

Chapter 2 – Economic Development and Changes in Europe 

 

2. The TENs policy is but one example of the enhancement of globalisation. 

Discuss.                                                                                                             (20 marks) 
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Section 3 − Demographic and Social Realities 

 

 

3. a) Throughout history, the movement of people from one country to another 

has created multicultural societies.  

i. Multiculturalism has brought with it a number of challenges. Discuss. 

                                                                                                              

ii. By refereeing to a case study of your choice, expand on the notion that 

migration is not a modern day phenomenon, but was also exercised after 

World War II.                                                                                          (10 marks) 

 

   b) The Industrial Revolution gave rise to urbanization as never seen before, 

which inherently brought about many social implications. Elaborate. 

                                                                                                                          (10 marks) 

 

 

Section 4 − Europeans and their Environment 

 

 

4. a) “We really had to get together and clean it up and keep it clean. We 

realized it could be the death of the Rhine otherwise.”  

                                                                     –Manfred Beubler, Basel’s head of water quality. 

Discuss this quote by making reference to the devastating situation of the 

polluted River Rhine from the 1950s to the 1970s.                                       (10 marks) 

 

 

 

b) “We are what we eat.” Research has shown that the traditional 

Mediterranean diet incorporates the basics of healthy eating and reduces the 

risk of heart disease. Elaborate. 
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Chapter 5 – The Cultural Heritage 

 

5. “I do not agree with what you say but I will defend to the death for your right 

to say.” – Voltaire 

 

The quote represents the very core principle of modern democracy. However 

historical events such as the Enlightenment and the French Revolution paved the 

way for democracy of today’s Europe. Discuss. 

                                                                                                                      (20 marks) 

 
 

 

*********************************** 

THE END 


