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SACRED HEART COLLEGE 

SENIOR SCHOOL, ST. JULIAN’S 

ANNUAL EXAMS JUNE 2017 

      FORM 3                                                                                               TIME: 2 HOURS 

EUROPEAN STUDIES 

 

 

Students are to answer ALL questions in Section A.  

 

Section A (60 marks) 

 

Chapter 1 – Power and People (12 marks) 

 

1. The right to vote is a fundamental principle of a democratic society. 

Democratic societies have a one person one vote principle. What does this 

mean?                                                                                                           (2 marks) 

 

 

 

 

2. Another important principle of a democratic society is pluralism. What do you 

understand by the term ‘pluralism’?                                                         (2 marks) 
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3. List TWO ways in which pluralism is practiced in a democratic society:                           

                                                                                                                       (2 marks) 

 

 

 

 

4. Decentralization is the process of spreading power from the central 

government to local governments. One example of decentralization within 

the Maltese Islands takes place when authority and responsibility are 

redistributed to local councils. Mention TWO advantages of decentralization.                             

                                                                                                                       (2 marks) 

 

 

 

 

5. The European Parliament exercises democratic supervision. Provide another 

function of this institution and explain its significance in the European Union.                                

                                                                                                                       (2 marks) 

 

 

 

6. Name FOUR Maltese Members of the European Parliament (MEPs).   (2 marks) 
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Chapter 2 – Economic Development and Change in Europe (12 marks) 

 

1. Fill in the following blanks to complete ALL the sentences.  

A nation’s economy can be divided into different sectors which are 

independent on one another and which reflect the economic development of 

that society. The primary sector involves the extraction of 

__________________________ from the Earth. Activities associated with the primary 

sector include ____________________ and ____________________. The secondary 

sector of the economy is responsible for the ____________________ of the finished 

good. Activities in this sector include ____________________, 

____________________and ____________________. The _________________ sector of 

the economy is the service industry. This sector provides services to the general 

population and to businesses. _________________________, 

_________________________, and ____________________ are examples of jobs in the 

service industry. ____________________ industries also offer services but these are 

knowledge-based and include information generation and sharing, IT, 

consultation, research and development and financial planning. In the 

economically less developed countries, most people find jobs in the 

____________________ and ____________________ sectors while in rich countries, the 

higher proportion of people are employed in the ____________________ and the 

____________________ sectors of the economy.                                             (8 marks) 

 

2. What is the difference between free trade and protectionism?          (1 mark) 
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3. Define the following terms:                                                                         (3 marks) 

a) Import quotas 

 

 

b) Custom barriers 

 

 

c) Fair Trade 

 

 

 

Chapter 3 – Demographic and Social Realities (12 marks) 

 

 

1. a) What does term life expectancy mean?                                             (1 mark)                              

 

 

b) Over the years, we have seen a rise in life expectancy. Provide THREE 

reasons why this is happening.                                                                   (3 marks) 

 

 

 

2. Give a definition for the following terms:                                                  (3 marks) 

a) Birth Rate 
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b) Infant Mortality Rate 

 

c) Dependency Ratio 

 

 

 

3. Give TWO examples of European countries which, like Malta, are densely 

populated.                                                                                                   (1 mark) 

 

4. People who are considered as economic migrants and those who are known 

as political migrants hold different reasons for leaving their native country. 

Discuss.                                                                                                          (2 marks) 

 

 

5. Tourism is one of the fastest growing industries in Europe today. Account for 

the reasons why there has been an increase in tourism in recent years.  

                                                                                                                       (2 marks)  
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     Chapter 4: Europeans and their Environment (12 marks) 

 

1. Look at the map below:                                                                             (4 marks) 

 

 

Name the following countries (numbers) and bordering sea (letters) marked on 

the above map: 

1.                                                                                  A. 

2.                                                                                  B. 

3.                                                                                  C. 

4.                                                                                  D.  

 

 

 

 

 

1 

3 2 

A 

B 

C 

D 

4 
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2. Fill in the table below with the words provided:                                      (4 marks) 

 

Pyrenees Paris Apennines Massif Central 

Slovakia Italy Bratislava Madrid 

 

 

Country Capital City Mountain Range 

France   

 Rome  

Spain   

  Carpathian 

 

 

3. Climate change represents one of the greatest environmental, social and 

economic threats facing the planet. The European Union is committed to 

working for a global agreement in order to control climate change and is 

leading the way by taking ambitious actions of its own. 

 

a) What is climate change?                                                                       (1 mark) 

 

 

b) How does climate change present great ‘economic threats’ as 

mentioned above?                                                                                 (1 mark) 

 

 

c) The Blue plan is a joint co-operation between 21 Mediterranean countries 

to counterbalance the effects of pollution and other dangers to the 

Mediterranean. What are the main aims of the Blue Plan?             (2 marks) 
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Chapter 5 – The Cultural Heritage (12 marks) 

 

 

1. What are the elements which determine the national identity of a country?  

                                                                                                                       (2 marks) 

 

 

2. “I am not just a Maltese citizen. I am a European citizen.” Identify different 

characteristics of European national identity.                                        (3 marks) 

 

 

 

 

3. What does the Renaissance era refer to?                                                (2 marks) 

 

 

4. Where did the Renaissance start and why?                                            (2 marks) 

 

 

 

5. What did the ‘Renaissance man’ refer to?                                             (2 marks) 

 

 

6. Name TWO renowned artists of the Renaissance period.                       (1 mark) 
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Section B (30 marks) 

 

 

Choose any TWO questions from Chapters 1-5. Answer each question in essay 

form (around 300-350 words). You are reminded that when you choose a 

question, you are expected to answer ALL the questions i.e. (a), (b) and (c). 

 

 

Chapter 1 – Power and People 

 

 

1. The European Union is a unique economic and political organization that is 

characterized by a democratic core promoting values such as liberty, 

freedom and rule of law. 

 

a) Discuss the functions and nature of the three main institutions (the 

European Parliament, the European Commission and the Council of the 

European Union) of the European Union.                                         (10 marks)                                                                                  

                                                           

b) Democracy is not only exercised in powerful institutions but it is also 

carried out in all levels of life. Elaborate.                                          (10 marks)                                  

 

 

 

Chapter 2 – Economic Development and Changes in Europe 

 

 

2.  a) The European Union promotes a single market and celebrates the four 

fundamental freedoms. How has the TENs policy contributed to this?    (10 marks) 

 

      b) E- commerce has not only ruined the social experience of sales, but also 

affected negatively traditional traders. Discuss.                                         (10 marks) 

 

 

Chapter 3 – Demographic and Social Realities 

 

3. a) Migration isn’t a new phenomenon but rather has been seen throughout 

history. There are always different reasons for leaving one’s land and choosing 

another. Elaborate.                                                                                        (10 marks) 
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    b) One of the great achievements of the twentieth century is a dramatic rise 

in life expectancy. Even in the past 50 years, life expectancy has risen in most 

western economies. However, increased life expectancy combined with 

declining birth rates have caused many to worry about the impact of an ageing 

population. Discuss.                                                                                        (10 marks) 

 

Chapter 4 – Europeans and their Environment 

 

4. a) Terri Swearingen rightly quoted “We are living on this planet as if we have 

another one to go to”. Discuss this quote with regards to TWO different types 

of pollution and any preventive measures to lessen their impact.     (10 marks) 

b) The unfortunate example of the Camargue as a disappearing wetland, 

shows the damage caused by pollution. Elaborate.                           (10 marks)  

 

 

Chapter 5 – The Cultural Heritage 

 

5. Many historical events have affected Europe as we know it today. Choose 

TWO of the following and explain in detail their historical influence on Europe: 

                                                                                                       (10 x 2 = 20 marks) 

a) Renaissance 

b) The Reformation 

c) The Industrial Revolution 

d) World War I 

e) World War II 

 

**********THE END********** 


